PUBLIC HEALTH  ADMINISTRATION
is not only legitimate., but is useful as affording a standard to which we ought to be able to work up ourselves,
Let us glance briefly at the causes of this sanitary backwardness, the agencies which exist for meeting it, and the further means which might be employed in aid of public health administration.
It is well known that private and personal cleanliness is one of the strong points in the habits of the native population. But there is no coordinated effort for public sanitation, no realisation of the fact that the individual living in a complex state of society owes duties, sanitary as well as social, to that society, which are not discharged merely by washing the body. In many cases poverty is a strong agent in keeping from the people the blessings of well-built, well-ventilated, and well-lighted houses, well-drained and well-swept streets, well-cooked food-stuffs, and a pure water-supply. But, besides poverty, there is a vast mass of ignorance and prejudice to contend with. If a certain fashion of dress, or a certain style of houses, or a certain arrangement for the disposal of sewage and night-soil has become stereotyped by caste or tribal custom, resistance will always be offered to any suggestions that are based on the teaching of mere outside experience or of abstract science. Not only the vested interests of the sweeper or scavenger caste, but the conservatism of the general population would view with alarm any energetic sanitary policy* and